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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, U.K. (N.I.) 

SUBJECT: NI OPTS FOR MODERATION IN BBC POLL 

SUMMARY: NEARLY 1000 NI VOTERS WHO WOULD TALK TO POLLSTERS 
COMMISSIONED BY BBC/NI OPPOSED POLITICAL VIOLENCE, BACKED 
ASSEMBLEY AND EXECUTIVE, AS WELL AS CONCEPT OF POWER-SHARING, 
AND SUPPORTED CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS IN IRISH REPUBLIC. 

BUT AS MIGHT BE EXPECTED, TWO POLITICAL TRADITIONS CLASHED 
OVER ULTIMATE POLITICAL ASPIRATIONS AND ON CONCEPT OF COUNCIL 
OF IRELAND. POLL RESULTS WERE DISMISSED BY LOYALISTS BUT WERE 
WELCOMED BY MODERATES. LATTER SAW POLL AS CONFIRMING WHAT THEY 
HAVE BEEN SAYING ABOUT NI PUBLIC OPINION. END SUMMARY 

1. POLL OF 979 VOTERS, 68 PER CENT PROTESTANT AND 31 PER CENT 
ROMAN CATHOLICS, TAKEN MARCH 30- APRIL 7, AND REPORTED BY BBC 
NORTHERN IRELAND APRIL 18, SHOWED BROAD BI-SECTARIAN CONSENSUS: 

A DISAPPROVING POLITICAL VIOLENCE: 

B - APPROVING ASSEMBLEY AND POWER-SHARING EXECUTIVE AND 
URGING LOYALISTS TO STOP BOYCOTTING THESE INSTITUTIONS: 

C - REJECTING INDEPENDENT NI OUTSIDE UK AND WITHOUT UK 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT: AND 

D - BACKING CHANGES IN IRISH REPUBLIC CONSTITUTION AND LAW 
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EXISTENCE OF STATE OF NI. 

2. SLIGHT PROTESTANT MAJORITY AND CATHOLIC PLURALITY FOUND 
DIRECT RULE FROM WESTMINSTER PERSONALLY ACCEPTABLE. QUESTIONS 
ON OTHER POSSIBLE FUTURE CONSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR NI 
ELICITED TRADITIONAL SPLIT BETWEEN NTS TWO POLITICAL 
TRADITIONS. CATHOLIC PLURALITY FOUND ACCEPTABLE A UNIFIED IRELAND 
OUTSIDE UK (46 PER CENT FOR AND 37 PER CENT AGAINST) OR 
(DESMOND BOAL'S) CONCEPT OF "AMALGAMATED IRELAND" (A"-29) 

IDEAS OVERWHELMINGLY REJECTED BY PROTESTANTS. ON OTHER HAND, 
PROTESTANTS WELCOME FOR RETURN TO NI PARLIAMENT WITH ONE-PARTY 
RULE (58-38) RAN AGAINST CATHOLIC GRAIN (7-87). PROTESTANT 
MAJORITY FAVORED TOTAL INTEGRATION WITHIN UK, WHILE CATHOLICS 
PLURALITY MARGINALLY REJECTED IT. ONLY ALTERNATIVE "MOST 
PREFERRED" BY SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF BOTH COMMUNITIES WAS 
POWER-SHARING (18 PER CENT PROTESTANTS AND 55 PER CENT 
CATHOLICS). 

3. COUNCIL OF IRELAND A LA SUNNINGDALE WAS REJECTED 52-26 BY 
PROTESTANTS BUT ENDORSED 72-4 BY CATHOLICS, A RESULT ROUGHLY 
IN LINE WITH THAT OF FEBRUARY 28 GENERAL ELECTION IF ONE 
INTERPRETS IT AS REFERENDUM ON COUNCIL OF IRELAND. BUT IF 
THERE IS COUNCIL OF IRELAND, PROTESTANT MAJORITY AGREES WITH 
CATHOLIC MAJORITY THAT IT SHOULD BE GIVEN RESPONSIBILITY NOT 
ONLY FOR NON-CONTROVERSIAL MATTERS LIKE TOURISM AND ELECTRICITY 
BUT ALSO FOR SUPPRESSION OF TERRORISM THROUGHOUT IRELAND. 

4. WHICH WAS RATHER TO RESPONDENT'S THOUGHTS ON PROBABLE 
POLITICAL SOLUTION IN 20 YEARS, 68 PER CENT OF PROTESTANTS 
AND 37 PER CENT OF CATHOLICS EXPECTED NI WOULD STILL BE PART 
OF UK, WHILE 37 PER CENT OF CATHOLICS AND 10 PER CENT OF 
PROTESTANTS THOUGHT IT WOULD BE PART OF UNITED IRELAND 
OUTSIDE UK. 

5. MOST MODERATES WELCOMED POLL RESULTS: LOYALISTS DISMISSED 
THEM AS MISLEADING AND IRRELEVANT IN LIGHT OF FEBRUARY 28 
ELECTIONS RESULTS. REPUBLICANS ALSO DENIGRATED POLL AND 
POLLSTERS SAYING THERE SHOULD HAVE BEEN QUESTIONS ON 
INTERNMENT. INDEED, POLL RESULTS TEND TO CONFIRM WHAT PRO- 
ASSEMBLY UNIONISTS AND ALLIANCE HAVE BEEN SAYING - PEOPLE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 BELFAS 00048 221949Z 

OPPOSE VIOLENCE AND ABSTENTIONISM AND BACK POWER-SHARING, 

BUT ARE DEEPLY DIVIDED BOTH ON LONG-RANGE ASPIRATIONS AND 
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